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writing is still wet it is washed off with water
or milk and the mixture is swallowed; by which
means the Muhammadans believe that they can
ensure the possession of peace and happiness for
the rest of the year. Hindus as well as Muham-
madans follow the same ritual in making charms
against evil spirits and bad luck. The charm is
written on a leaf or a china plate, washed off and
swallowed by the subject.
The evil spirits of Islam are jinns or shy tans,
supernatural beings created out of fire. They are
supposed to eat and drink and propagate their
species. Some are good and believe in th&
Prophet; but a great number-are said to be of
a malicious nature and infidels, who will share
hell with unbelieving human beings. The
Muhammadans also believe in angels, who, they
say, form nine-tenths of creation. They all have
their several duties to perform in Heaven and
earth. They are invisible to human beings but
can be seen by animals. The cock crows when
he sees an angel; but when the ass brays they
say that he sees a devil, a shytan.
The belief that God has appointed four angels
to watch over every man that is born is in accord-
ance with the Christian belief in guardian angels.
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